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Six Figures?
Not Enough!

By ALEX WILLIAMS

AUREEN SPILLANE, an exec-
M utive at a shoe and handbag

maker in New York, always
thought a $100,000 salary equaled seri-
ous success. l.ike many professional
people, however, when she finally broke
the barrier, she was a bit deflated to
learn that it was hardly salvation. It still
took her several years of “hoarding
away™ and avoiding standard Manhat-
tm indulgences — fancy food, fancy
cluthing — m order to afford a down
payment on a one-bedroom fixer-upper
on the Upper West Side.

“lt’s'not the big shiny number that.
you-think about when you first get out of »
college, " said Ms. Spillane, who is in her .
,;mnd -30's, Donl. get me wrong, I m..

“making a nice/hving, I enjoy what | do, _
1'm certatnly in a better position than a - ,v
jotot people.”

“But Melania and I don’t shopiin the
-same. places’f@let me tell you,” she said, )
referring to the latest Mrs. Trump, =
Melania Knauss. “I'm not jetting off to

the Bahamas.”

“There was a time not long ago when
carning six figures was a significant
milestone among upwardly mobile pro-
fessionals. If you were young and single
in one of the nation’s big cities, you could







